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Appellant Michael Layden appeals the trial court’s judgment denying his motion 
to modify and granting Respondent Nicole Layden’s counter-motion to modify, as well 
as the trial court’s judgment awarding Respondent attorney’s fees on appeal. 
 
AFFIRMED IN PART AND REVERSED IN PART. 
 
DIVISION THREE HOLDS: The trial court erred when it granted Respondent’s counter-
motion to modify because she did not present sufficient evidence of her past and current 
expenses at trial, thereby failing to meet her burden of establishing a substantial and 
continuing change of circumstances. The trial court properly denied Appellant’s motion 
to modify because Appellant’s demotion at work was the result of voluntary misconduct 
and, as a result, the subsequent decrease in his income was not a substantial and 
continuing change in circumstances warranting a reduction or termination of his 
maintenance obligation. Furthermore, the trial court properly considered Appellant’s 
current wife’s income when it denied Appellant’s motion to modify. The trial court erred 
when it awarded Respondent attorney’s fees on appeal because its judgment contains no 
findings of fact or reference to the factors set forth under R.S.Mo. § 452.355. As a result, 
we affirm the trial court’s judgment denying Husband’s motion to modify. We reverse 
the trial court’s judgment granting Wife’s counter-motion to modify, as well as its 
judgment awarding attorney’s fees on appeal to Wife. We remand the issue of attorney’s 
fees on appeal to the trial court for further proceedings consistent with this opinion. 
 
Opinion by: Lisa S. Van Amburg, Judge 
Angela T. Quigless, P.J., and Robert G. Dowd, Jr., J. concur. 
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